From the LHH Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness Committee (fifth & final in a series):

wildfire is cominG.
are you ready To…

Go!

Evacuation tips

• Important contact numbers and family
documents, including insurance documents.
• Map marked with evacuation routes.
• Easily-carried valuables and irreplaceable items.
• Personal electronic devices and chargers.
• Keep a pair of sturdy shoes and a flashlight
handy in case of a sudden evacuation at night.
Additional precautions
If you have sufficient time, consider taking
these additional precautions:
• Gather up flammable items from the exterior of
the house and bring them inside (patio
furniture, children’s toys, door mats, trash cans,
etc.) or place them in your pool.
• Turn off propane tanks and move propane
appliances away from structures.
• Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or
spigots for use by firefighters. Fill water buckets
and place them around the house.
• Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running; they
can affect critical water pressure.
• Leave exterior lights on so your home is visible
to firefighters in smoke or darkness of night.
• Place a ladder at the corner of your house for
firefighters to quickly access your roof.
• Check on neighbors, especially any who need
help, and make sure they’re preparing to leave.
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Guide.
How to get there—Have
several travel routes

onitor the local fire situation closely. Don’t
wait for an evacuation order if you feel
threatened and need to leave. Go!

planned in case one route is blocked by the fire
or by emergency vehicles. Choose the safest
route away from the fire.
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their job in a safer environment.
Cross recommends that every family have an
When to leave—Do not wait to be advised to
leave if there is a possible threat to your home
or evacuation route. Leave early enough to avoid
being caught in fire, smoke or road congestion. If
you are ordered to leave by local authorities, do
not hesitate! Go!
What to wear—Cover up to protect against
heat and flying embers. Wear long pants, long
sleeve shirt (100% cotton is preferable), sturdy
shoes or boots, cap, bandanna or other face
covering, goggles or glasses.
Where to go—Go to a predetermined, lowrisk location such as a well-prepared house of
a neighbor or relative, a Red Cross shelter, a
designated evacuation center (check online for
locations) or a motel.

• Shut all windows and doors, leaving them
unlocked.
• Remove flammable window shades and
curtains. Close metal shutters.
• Move flammable furniture to the center of the
room, away from windows and doors.
• Shut off gas at the meter. Turn off pilot lights.
• Leave interior lights on so firefighters can see
your house under smoky conditions.

emergency supply kit assembled long before a
wildland fire or other emergency occurs. Use the
checklist below to help assemble yours. For more
information on emergency supplies, please visit
redcross.org/get-help.

• Shut off air conditioning.

• Three-day supply of water (one gallon per
person, per day) and a three-day supply of
non-perishable food for your family.

Return home only when authorities say it’s safe
to do so. Take photographs of damage--you may
need them later to substantiate insurance claims.

• Locate your pets and keep them nearby.
• Have a plan for evacuating horses and other
large animals—think about moving them to a
safe location early.

• First aid kit and sanitation supplies.
• Flashlight, battery-powered radio and extra
batteries.
• Extra set of car keys, as well as credit cards
and cash.
• Extra eyeglasses, contact lenses, prescriptions
and medications.
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