From the LHH Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Committee (third in a series):

If a wildland fire
threatens. . .
California is in the midst of a terrible fire season! Keep this checklist
handy in case La Habra Heights becomes endangered.

• Monitor the fire status and weather conditions by staying
tuned to local TV and radio stations.
• Alert family and neighbors of the impending danger.
• Wear appropriate clothing (i.e., long sleeves and long pants
made of cotton or other natural fibers, as well as work boots or
other sturdy leather footwear).
• Keep goggles, bandanas and masks (such as those used against
COVID-19) handy.
• Have your emergency supply kit ready—it should include
necessary items such as a battery-powered radio, spare
batteries, emergency contact numbers and lots of drinking
water for everyone in your family.
• Make sure your family and animals are accounted for and ready
to go in case you have to evacuate quickly.
• Remain close to your house and drink plenty of water.

Inside checklist (if time allows):
• Close all windows and doors and leave them unlocked.
• Remove all shades and curtains from windows.
• Move furniture to the center of the room, away from windows
and doors.
• Turn off pilot lights and air conditioning.
• Turn lights on so that firefighters will be able to see your house
under smoky conditions.

Outside checklist (if time allows):
• Bring combustible items from the exterior of the house inside
(e.g., patio furniture, children’s toys, door mats, etc.).
• If you have a pool, place combustible items in the water.

• Turn off propane tanks and natural gas at the meter.
• Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running.
• Leave exterior lights on so that firefighters can see your house
under smoky conditions.
• Back your car into the driveway to facilitate quick departure.
Close car doors and windows.
• Have a ladder available, and prop it against the house.
• Cover attic and ground vents with precut plywood.
• Patrol your property and extinguish any small fires until it
becomes necessary for you to leave.

If you become trapped inside your home:
• Call 911 immediately and let the Fire Department know that
you are trapped!
• Stay inside your home until the fire passes. Shelter away from
outside walls.
• Watch for fires inside the house and extinguish them.
• Drink plenty of water—stay hydrated!
• Fill sinks and tubs for an emergency water supply.
• Place wet towels under doors to keep smoke and embers out.
• Ensure that you can exit your home if it catches fire. Remember:
If it’s hot inside the house, it’s five times hotter outside!
• Leave as soon as the fire has passed.

Keep up your brush clearance, tree-trimming and
all your other fire-preventive activities!

