From the LHH Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Committee (second in a series):

Brush clearance works!
T

he comprehensive City of La Habra Heights Brush Clearance
Program reduces risks and destruction from wildfires. It also
provides essential safeguards to ensure an expedient response
by fire personnel during an emergency.

General standards: La Habra Heights property owners
must keep their properties free of combustible materials and fire
hazards year-round. Combustible materials include, but are not
limited to, weeds, dead brush, dry or dead trees and tree limbs, dead
palm fronds, combustible vegetation, as well as refuse and waste.
Standards related to emergency vehicle access:
• Vegetation impeding the line of sight for emergency vehicles
must be trimmed back at least three feet from the roadway edge. All
vegetation other than ground cover must be at least three feet from
the roadway edge. Ground cover must be
low enough so as not to block the view of
oncoming traffic or traffic going around
corners. Dirt or mud on the roadway
must not impede vehicle passage.
• Tree branches and other vegetation
along roadways must be maintained to
Make sure that
provide a clearance of at least 13.5 feet
emergency vehicles
can quickly access
above ground from one side to the other.
your property.
Keep driveways clear of overgrowth.

Fire hydrants located throughout La Habra
Heights are the main source of water for the La Habra
Heights Fire Department to fight fires. Property owners
with fire hydrants adjacent to their property boundaries
must maintain at least a three-foot zone clear of all
shrubbery, dirt and debris around the circumference of
fire hydrants. This is essential to ensure that firefighters
have rapid access to water.

Emergency access: To facilitate emergency response, a
secure fire department key box
is required for all properties with
restricted access (e.g., those with
automated or padlocked gates).
For details about how to obtain
an authorized key box or padlock,
call the La Habra Heights Fire
Department at 562-694-8283.

Standards related to structures:
• Trees, shrubs, bushes or other vegetation adjacent to or
overhanging any structure must be maintained free of dead limbs
and other combustible materials.
• Roof surfaces must be maintained free of leaves, needles and
other combustible materials.
• Trees must be trimmed to provide a minimum 10 feet of
clearance around chimneys.
• Remove and legally dispose of all cut brush and weeds and
collected debris.
Address markers: Address numbers must be clearly
visible and legible from the street fronting the property at
all hours of day and night. Address numbers must be a
minimum of four inches in height with a half-inch stroke,
be reflective and contrast with the background.

Defensible space is the buffer you create between buildings
on your property and grass, trees, shrubs or any wildland areas
that surround it. Your defensible space must be kept clear of all
combustible materials and fire hazards all year-round (see General
standards, above). For more information, visit CalFire at fire.ca.gov.

